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WHEREAS,  a more comprehensive and thoughtful consideration of the risks faced by the 
people of Louisiana as well as the policy solutions and the needed funding is 
necessary. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by 
virtue of the authority vested by the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana, do hereby 
order and direct as follows: 
 
SECTION 1: No executive branch departments of the State of Louisiana shall abridge a 

person’s access to health insurance as prescribed by state and federal law. 
 
SECTION 2: The Protecting Health Coverage in Louisiana Task Force is hereby established 

within the Executive Department. 
 
SECTION 3:  The duties of the Task Force include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

A. The Task Force shall develop policy proposals to maintain health care 
coverage for Louisianans at risk of losing health insurance or health 
protections due to Texas v. Azar. 

 
B. The Task Force shall study and develop policy proposals to mitigate the 

impact of the loss of preexisting condition protections including, but not 
limited to: 1) guaranteed issue; 2) preexisting condition exclusion 
prohibition; 3) prohibition of lifetime and annual limits on coverage; 4) 
essential health benefits, 5) nondiscrimination. 

 
C. The Task Force shall study and develop policy proposals to mitigate the 

impact of more than 465,000 Louisianans losing Medicaid coverage due to 
Texas v. Azar. 

 
D. The Task Force shall study and develop policy proposals to determine the 

aggregate funding needed and financing options for the health coverage 
and health protections afforded by the ACA. 

 
E. The Task Force shall study and develop policy proposals to maximize 

insurance coverage and minimize out-of-pocket medical costs in 
Louisiana. 

 
SECTION 4:  The Task Force shall be composed of a maximum of eleven (11) voting 

members, who shall be designated by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 
The Governor shall designate a Chair and Co-Chair from among the appointed 
members.  

 
SECTION 5: The members shall include: 
 

A. The Governor, or designee; 
B. The Secretary of Health, or designee; 
C. The Commissioner of Insurance, or designee; 
D. The Attorney General, or designee; 
E. The Chairmen of the House and Senate Health and Welfare Committees, 

or their designees; 
F. Two at-large members representing consumer health groups, appointed by 

the Governor; 
G. Two at-large members representing the insurance industry appointed by 

the Governor; and  
H. One at-large member with expertise in economics and/or fiscal modeling, 

appointed by the Governor.  
 
SECTION 6:  The Task Force shall meet at regularly scheduled meetings and at the call of the 

Chair. 
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