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Executive Director
RODNEY R. WATSON

January 20, 2017

Honorable John Bel Edwards
Governor, State of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Governor Edwards,

| am writing on behalf of the nearly 23,000 members of the Louisiana Retired Teachers
Association (LRTA). As Executive Director and lobbyist for LRTA, | represent our organization on
matters that affect the retirement benefits of Louisiana’s educator community. That includes both
active and retired educators, statewide.

We understand the state’s burden in addressing the large budget deficit. We also understand
that agencies and programs across the state have suffered cuts in an attempt to balance the
state budget.

However, it has come to our attention that Representative Lance Harris has submitted a plan for
solving the state deficit issues, and this plan includes a proposed cut of 4.2% to the state general
fund. Specifically, he has proposed a 1% cut to the Department of Education through the
Minimum Foundation Program (MFP).

The Louisiana Retired Teachers Association’s Executive Board and membership strongly oppose
any additional cuts that would negatively affect public education in Louisiana. School systems
across the state have suffered cuts that affect the services of children and reduced the benefits to
employees and retirees, statewide. Further cuts would diminish the quality of education in our
state by affecting the acquisition and retention of certified school personal within our already
struggling districts.

National research shows that teacher retention is one of the most important factors in providing a
quality education. The attraction and retention of teachers in Louisiana is already at risk due to
lower than national averages on salaries and benefits to educators. Further cuts to the state
budget, specifically the MFP, would affect the overall quality of education to the children of our
state.

We are asking that our state legislature oppose any further cuts to the state general fund budget
as it applies to the Department of Education.

| may be reached for further comment at 225.927.8837 or watson@Irta.net.
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