
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 26-058 

LOUISIANA RATEPAYER AND COMMUNITY PROTECTION 
INITIATIVE CRITERIA FOR LED CERTIFICATIONS FOR 

DATA CENTER AND LARGE-LOAD INVESTMENTS 

WHEREAS, hyperscale digital infrastructure and data center investment is accelerating 

nationwide, presenting the State ofLouisiana with a unique opportunity to attract transformational 

capital investment, infrastructure development, and high-quality jobs; 

WHEREAS, Louisiana is uniquely positioned to help the United States win the global 

technology race by providing the affordable energy, strategic infrastructure, industrial scale, and 

workforce capacity required to power the next generation of artificial intelligence, advanced 

manufacturing, and digital innovation; 

WHEREAS, data center investments represent a once-in-a-generation opportunity to uplift 

Louisiana's rural communities, many of which face persistent economic challenges, by bringing 

transformative capital investment, high-quality jobs, infrastructure improvements, and long-term 

tax revenue to regions that have historically been overlooked for large-scale economic 

development; 

WHEREAS, the growth of large-load, power-intensive projects must be managed to 

ensure that such growth strengthens communities, protects ratepayers, enhances grid reliability, 

and advances Louisiana's long-term competitiveness; 

WHEREAS, Louisiana' s resources, including its water, its land, and its electric generation 

and transmission capacity, are finite and vital to the welfare of its citizens, and the State must be 

mindful of these resources and balance their responsible stewardship against the anticipated 

benefits ofdata center development before any expansion of new data centers proceeds; 

WHEREAS, Louisiana Economic Development ("LED"), under the leadership of 

Secretary Susan Bourgeois, administers the Data Center Sales and Use Tax Exemption as an 

economic development incentive to attract such investment; 



WHEREAS, LED may impose conditions it deems appropriate in any post certification 

agreement for the Data Center Sales and Use Tax Exemption under R.S. 47:305.73 (B)(3); 

WHEREAS, it is the policy ofmy administration to establish the Louisiana Ratepayer and 

Community Protection Initiative to ensure that transformational investment benefits Louisiana 

citizens and communities, and is not realized at their expense; 

WHEREAS, this "Whole-of-Louisiana" approach aligns economic growth, infrastructure 

investment, workforce development, and community protection so that Louisiana wins 

competitively while Louisiana families and businesses benefit directly from that growth; and 

NOW THEREFORE, I, JEFF LANDRY, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State ofLouisiana, do hereby 

order and direct as follows: 

Section I: I hereby direct the Secretary of Louisiana Economic Development (the 

"Secretary") to develop and adopt criteria establishing the Ratepayer and Community Protection 

Framework for Large Load Investments (the "Framework"). The Framework shall serve as 

conditions LED must incorporate in any agreement entered into under R.S. 47:305.73(B) for 

eligibility and continued participation in the Data Center Sales and Use Tax Exemption and related 

incentives for data center and other large-load, power-intensive projects in Louisiana. 

Section 2: The development and expansion of data centers and other large-load, 

power-intensive projects shall proceed only in a manner that is mindful of, and protective of, 

Louisiana's resources. Accordingly, before any new data center is approved for, or continues to 

receive, the benefits of the Data Center Sales and Use Tax Exemption or related incentives, the 

Secretary, in coordination with the agencies identified in this Order, shall ensure that the project's 

anticipated demands on the State's resources, including water, electric generation and transmission 

capacity, land, and other natural resources, have been evaluated and balanced against the project's 

anticipated benefits to the State and its citizens. No agreement for a project shall proceed under 

the program unless the Secretary determines that this balance adequately protects Louisiana's 

resources, ratepayers, and communities, and LED's contractual agreements impose appropriate 

conditions to ensure compliance with the Framework. 

Section 3: In developing the criteria and the Framework, the Secretary and LED shall 

concentrate on the following areas, and shall require that companies pursuing major power­

intensive projects in Louisiana commit to each: 

https://47:305.73


A. Protecting Louisiana Ratepayers: by ensuring large-load customers fully fund 

the incremental generation, transmission, and infrastructure investments necessary to serve 

their projects - preventing cost shifts onto existing residential and commercial customers 

while strengthening overall grid reliability. 

B. Investing in Grid Resiliency and Long-Term Reliability: through upfront 

infrastructure contributions, long-term service agreements, and coordinated transmission 

planning that leaves Louisiana with a stronger, more modern electric system capable of 

supporting future industrial and economic growth. 

C. Supporting Louisiana Communities and Workforce Development: by creating 

high-quality jobs and partnering with Louisiana universities, community colleges, and 

workforce programs to train residents for long-term careers in operations, skilled trades, 

construction, artificial intelligence, digital infrastructure, and advanced manufacturing. 

D. Contributing Meaningfully to Local Tax Bases: through significant property and 

infrastructure investments that strengthen schools, healthcare systems, roads, drainage, and 

public services while supporting sustainable local government revenues. 

E. Operating Responsibly with Louisiana's Natural Resources: by implementing 

best-in-class efficiency standards for water use, energy management, and environmental 

stewardship while coordinating with state and local partners to support long-term resource 

sustainability. 

F. Advancing Community Investment: by supporting local nonprofits, digital 

literacy initiatives, STEM education, artificial intelligence training programs, and 

community development efforts that create lasting opportunity beyond the project 

footprint. 

G. Strengthening Louisiana's Innovation Economy: by identifying opportunities to 

engage with Louisiana's startup and entrepreneurial ecosystem which may include support 

for accelerators, incubators, and venture programs, cloud credits, or technical mentorship 

helping the economic activity these projects generate to also strengthen homegrown 

innovation and keep more of the resulting growth and talent in Louisiana. 

H. Maintaining Transparency and Accountability: through clear regulatory 

frameworks, construction oversight, performance obligations, and ongoing coordination 

with state and local leadership to ensure projects deliver on commitments made to 

Louisiana citizens. 



Section 4: As a condition of program eligibility and continued participation, a 

company pursuing a major power-intensive project shall formally commit to LED its plan to fulfill 

the Framework through a detailed attestation outlining the company's intended compliance with 

the Framework's requirements, including ratepayer protections, infrastructure investment, 

workforce development, community engagement, engagement with Louisiana's innovation 

economy, and responsible resource stewardship. 

Section 5: In developing and implementing the Framework, the Secretary and LED 

shall coordinate, consistent with the Whole-of-Louisiana approach, with the Louisiana Public 

Service Commission; the Department of Conservation and Energy; the Department of 

Environmental Quality; the Department of Revenue; the Louisiana Workforce Commission; the 

Board of Regents; the Louisiana Community and Technical College System; the Division of 

Administration; and the governing authorities of affected local governments. 

Section 6: The Secretary shall present the proposed criteria and Framework to me 

within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this Order. If approved by me, the Secretary shall 

thereafter implement and administer the Framework and report periodically on its administration 

and on the commitments secured from participating companies. 

Section 7: All departments, commissions, boards, agencies and officers ofthe State, or 

any political subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate in implementing this 

Order, and nothing in this Order shall be construed to limit or impair the constitutional or statutory 

jurisdiction of the Louisiana Public Service Commission. 

Section 8: This Order is effective upon signature of the Governor, and it shall remain 

in effect until amended, modified, rescinded by the Governor, or terminated by operation oflaw. 

ATTEST BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana in the City of Baton Rouge, on this 25111 

day of June, 2026. 

:o~r~_..__. 
SECRETARY OF STATE 




