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The Office of Drug Policy in Louisiana is part of the Governor's Office and is established under
Louisiana Revised Statutes § 49:219.2. This statute creates the Drug Policy Board as a body
corporate operating within the Governor's Office to address substance abuse prevention, treatment,
and enforcement.

What the Office Does

The Office of Drug Policy carries out five core functions:

» Tracks the landscape. Monitors drug trends, develops policy position statements for the
Governor and Executive Team, and tracks relevant legislation.

* Runs the boards. Manages day-to-day operations for five boards and commissions (detailed
below).

* Implements the strategic plan. Writes and regularly updates the Louisiana Substance Misuse
Prevention Strategic Plan -- the state's four-year plan, built on data.

e Supports federal funding. Backs the federally funded LA Partnerships for Success Il grant
program, awarded to the Louisiana Department of Health's Office of Behavioral Health.

e Connect the dots. Researches and educates on how substance misuse, mental health, and
suicide intersect, to strengthen prevention efforts overall.

Staff

Dr. Shayla Polk, LCSW Cortalya Muse, B.S., M.S.



Introduction

The Governor's Office of Drug Policy presents this End-of-Year Report covering July 1, 2025
through June 30, 2026. This report reflects a year of continued progress in Louisiana's coordinated
response to substance misuse, impaired driving, and behavioral health, carried out through the
work of the Drug Policy Board and its supporting committees and task forces.

Throughout the year, these bodies brought together state agencies, law enforcement, the judiciary,
healthcare providers, educators, and community partners to review emerging substance use trends,
strengthen prevention and enforcement efforts, and advance data-informed legislation. Notable
accomplishments included the codification of the Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving into
state law, passage of new legislation addressing DWI penalties and substance use disorder
screening, and continued statewide declines in drug-involved overdose deaths.

The sections that follow summarize the work of each committee during the year, including key
presentations, legislative developments, and accomplishments.
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Statutory Foundation

The Governor's Office of Drug Policy and every board and body it oversees are established and
governed by Louisiana law. The following statutes, acts, and bylaws define not only that these
entities exist, but precisely what work they are required to perform, how often they must meet, and
what they must produce. This section documents the full legal mandate for each body.

Drug Policy Board -- La. R.S. 49:219.1-219.4 (as amended by Act 78 of 2025)

Established by the Legislature in 1990 (Acts 1990, No. 1029), the Drug Policy Board is the oldest and
senior-most entity within the Office of Drug Policy. It is codified at La. R.S. 49:219.1 through 219.4, as most
recently amended by Act 78 of the 2025 Regular Session (HB 316). The Board is a body corporate operating
within the Governor's Office.

Policy Statement (R.S. 49:219.1, as amended by Act 78)

It is the policy of the state to take every responsible action, explore all opportunities, invite meaningful
contributions, and utilize all available resources to eliminate substance and alcohol misuse along with the
resulting harm to individuals and institutions. The purpose of the Board is to establish a state agency
positioned and empowered to elicit, motivate, advocate for, and coordinate the best efforts and ideas of all
organizations, agencies, entities, and individuals toward the goal of eradicating substance and alcohol misuse
and its harmful consequences.

Statutory Powers and Duties (R.S. 49:219.3)
Under state law, the Drug Policy Board is required to perform all of the following:

* (1) Identify, examine, select or develop, recommend or implement drug control policies and strategies to
more effectively combat illegal drugs and substance and alcohol misuse.

» (2) Stress a coordinated approach emphasizing application, or needed revisions, of enforcement
capabilities targeting drug misuse, sale, and supply.

» (3) Identify, examine, select or develop, recommend or implement demand reduction measures such as
education, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, peer support, harm reduction, and public awareness.

» (4) Receive reports of the allocations and expenditures of all substance misuse funds earmarked for
education, treatment, rehabilitation, prevention, and law enforcement.

» (5) Evaluate how state and federal funds are utilized in implementing substance use prevention and
related programs at the state and local agencies.

» (6) Evaluate changes in the methods and priorities of the allocation of funds to state and local agencies.

» (7) Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of state and local public awareness, prevention, and harm
reduction programs addressing substance use in both the public and private sectors.

» (8) Evaluate challenges related to the enforcement of substance use laws and make recommendations to
enhance effectiveness through legislative updates or executive action.

* (9) Assess the roles and interaction of federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies and operations
in combating substance misuse and trafficking.

* (10) Provide an annual report to the governor by July first of each year and submit quarterly reports if
deemed necessary.

* (11) Develop long and short range plans or strategies that prioritize areas of need or otherwise organize
the use of resources.
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* (12) Seek assistance or support from any state agency or private sector entity which may be helpful in
diminishing or eradicating substance and alcohol misuse.

+ (13) Adopt and promulgate rules as may be necessary to implement provisions of this Part.
Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving -- La. R.S. 49:219.1.1-219.1.4 (Act 651 of
2026)

The Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving was codified into state law during the 2026 Regular Session
through House Bill 492, enacted as Act 651. It is established as a body corporate within the Office of the
Governor, composed of 23 members. The Governor's Office of Drug Policy and the Louisiana Highway Safety
Commission are designated by statute to provide staff, facilities, and resources. An annual report to the
Governor is required by February first of each year.

Statutory Powers and Duties (R.S. 49:219.1.3)
The Task Force is required by law to perform all of the following:

* (1) Address the high incidence of driving while impaired by alcohol, drugs, or a combination, including data
collection and analysis related to impaired driving arrest, prosecution and conviction rates, the prevalence
of drivers refusing to submit to chemical testing, and strategies to reduce such occurrences.

* (2) Identify and implement effective impaired driving countermeasures, including substance use
assessment and treatment, electronic monitoring, ignition interlock devices, sanctions, and other
evidence-based strategies to reduce impaired driving.

* (8) Analyze data trends related to alcohol-involved, drug-involved, and polysubstance-involved fatal or
serious injury motor vehicle crashes.

+ (4) Solicit input and recommendations from agencies involved in impaired driving enforcement, prevention,
adjudication, and countermeasures at the state, parish, and local levels.

* (5) Conduct regular analysis and assessment of Louisiana's impaired driving statutes and recommend
changes as needed to improve effectiveness.

+ (6) Evaluate changes in the methods or priorities of the allocation of funds to state and local agencies.

» (7) Align priorities to support the Louisiana Statewide Impaired Driving Plan as updated annually by the
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission and the Strategic Highway Safety Plan.

+ (8) Act in an advisory capacity to the governor, the Governor's Office of Drug Policy, the Louisiana
Highway Safety Commission, the office of alcohol and tobacco control, and the office of behavioral health
of the Louisiana Department of Health.

* (9) Assess the roles and interaction of federal, state, and local partners involved in impaired driving
enforcement and adjudication, and develop recommendations to improve the effectiveness of coordinated
and multi-jurisdictional efforts.

* (10) Provide an annual report to the governor by February first of each year regarding the task force's
findings, activities, and recommendations.

« (11) Develop long or short range plans, or both, or strategies that prioritize areas of need or otherwise
organize the use of resources.

* (12) Seek assistance or support from any state agency or private sector entity that may be helpful in
preventing, reducing, or mitigating impaired driving.

* (13) Adopt and promulgate rules as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this Part.
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Advisory Council on Heroin and Opioid Prevention and Education (HOPE Council) --
La. R.S. 49:219.5

The HOPE Council was established under Act 88 of the 2017 Legislative Session (La. R.S. 49:219.5, as
amended by Act 147 of 2024). It was created by the Drug Policy Board to coordinate resources and expertise
in support of a statewide response to the opioid and heroin crisis. The Council meets at least quarterly.

Interagency Coordination Plan (R.S. 49:219.5(D) and (E))

The HOPE Council is required by law to establish an Interagency Heroin and Opioid Coordination Plan,
submitted annually by March 15 to the Governor, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House, and Chief
Justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court. The Plan must include:

» Parish-level data on opioid overdoses and the dispensing of overdose-reversal medication.
» Progress of current initiatives in the state relating to the heroin and opioid epidemic.

» Specific impacts to agencies in addressing education, treatment including medication-assisted treatment,
prevention, overdose, and recovery.

Additional Statutory Duties (R.S. 49:219.5(F) and (G))

The Council shall coordinate parish-level data on opioid overdoses and usage of overdose-reversal
medication, and shall coordinate a central online location to disseminate information and resources, including
the Interagency Heroin and Opioid Coordination Plan.

Prevention Systems Committee -- La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3); PSC Bylaws
(Revised September 2018)

The Prevention Systems Committee (PSC) is a standing advisory committee of the Drug Policy Board,
established under La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3) and governed by PSC Bylaws revised September 11, 2018.
It is composed of up to 35 members from state agencies, law enforcement, public health, higher education,
and community organizations.

Purpose and Mission (PSC Bylaws, Article Il)

+ Vision: To recognize that alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse is a serious social and public health
issue that when addressed will create a climate of healthiness and community wellness for all of Louisiana.

+ Mission: To implement the Louisiana Substance Abuse Prevention Strategic Plan in order to sustain the
outcomes and support substance abuse prevention in Louisiana.

+ Aim: To make recommendations regarding effective programs, policies, and practices and regarding
prevention infrastructure resource and capacity issues, as well as develop a framework to build an
advocacy network for prevention.

Member Roles and Responsibilities (PSC Bylaws, Article V)

« The PSC works in consultation and cooperation with the State Epidemiological Workgroup (SEW) to
advise and make recommendations to the Drug Policy Board on issues relating to programs, policies, and
practices.

+ The PSC takes data analyzed by the SEW on substance use trends and uses it to develop public
awareness content including policy briefs, one-pagers, and prevention recommendations for stakeholders
and communities across Louisiana.

+ Members may volunteer or be assigned to workgroups of the PSC and are responsible for task
completion.
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State Epidemiological Workgroup (SEW) -- La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3); SEW
Bylaws (Updated December 2021)

The State Epidemiological Workgroup (SEW) is a standing advisory committee of the Drug Policy Board,
institutionalized by the Board effective December 2004 under La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3). The SEW is
governed by its own bylaws last updated December 2021 and is composed of up to 30 members representing
state-level agencies, organizations, and institutions with expertise in collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and
promoting the use of data related to behavioral health.

Purpose (SEW Bylaws, Article Il)

Vision: To recognize that alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse is a serious social and public health issue
that when addressed will create a climate of healthiness and community wellness for all of Louisiana (Revised
November 17, 2005).

Member Roles and Responsibilities (SEW Bylaws, Article V)

+ The SEW is an advisory committee of the Drug Policy Board that works in consultation and cooperation
with the Prevention Systems Committee (PSC) to advise and make recommendations to the Drug Policy
Board on issues regarding collecting, housing, analyzing, and reporting on data related to behavioral
health.

+ The SEW tracks and analyzes data on substance use trends to ground policy in evidence. That data is
then provided to the Prevention Systems Committee, which uses it to develop public awareness content,
policy briefs, and one-pagers for stakeholders and communities across Louisiana.

» Appointed members adhere to the Roles and Responsibilities outlined in the State Epidemiology
Workgroup Cooperative Involvement Agreement.

Of-Counsel Roles (SEW Bylaws, Article VI)
The Of-Counsel membership category allows participation by interested agencies, organizations, or
universities unable to commit to full participation or offering extensive expertise in a defined subject or

geographic area. Of-Counsel Members provide advice as needed and are considered non-voting members,
but may participate in SEW workgroup proceedings.
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How the Boards Fit Together

The Governor's Office of Drug Policy oversees five statutory bodies organized in a hub-and-spoke
structure: the Governor's Office of Drug Policy sits at the top, the Drug Policy Board serves as the
coordinating hub, and four statutory bodies established in law report their findings back up to the
hub.

Governor's Office of Drug Policy

The office -- houses and oversees all statutory bodies

v

Drug Policy Board

The hub -- sets direction, coordinates all four statutory bodies

v v v

Advisory Council
Heroin & Opioid
Prev. & Education
(HOPE Council)

State Governor's
Epidemiological Task Force on

Prevention
Systems

Committee Workgroup Impaired Driving

The spokes -- statutory bodies established in law that report findings back to the hub

Figure 1. The Governor's Office of Drug Policy (top), Drug Policy Board (hub), and its four statutory bodies (spokes).

The Hub: Drug Policy Board

Established by the Legislature in 1990 (La. R.S. 49:219.1-4), the Drug Policy Board sits under the
Governor's Office of Drug Policy and serves as the coordinating hub for all four statutory bodies.
Chaired by Dr. Shayla Polk of the Governor's Office of Drug Policy, its mission is to elicit, motivate,
and coordinate the efforts of agencies and individuals across the state toward eradicating drug and
alcohol misuse. Its 25-seat membership spans Governor's appointees, legislative appointees, and
designees from state agencies (see the full roster below).

The Four Spokes: Statutory Bodies Established in Law

Each of the four statutory bodies below is established in Louisiana law, focuses on one piece of the
larger mission, and feeds information and recommendations back up to the Drug Policy Board:

* Prevention Systems Committee -- established under La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3), focuses
on building and sustaining community-level prevention programs and developing public
awareness content, policy briefs, and one-pagers using data from the SEW.

» State Epidemiological Workgroup -- established under La. R.S. 49:219.2(B)(2) and (3), tracks
and analyzes data on substance use trends to ground policy in evidence, providing that data to
the Prevention Systems Committee.

» Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving -- established under La. R.S. 49:219.1.1-219.1.4
(Act 651 of 2026), addresses impaired driving through enforcement coordination,
evidence-based countermeasures, education, and policy.

In short: the Drug Policy Board sets the overall direction and brings everyone to the table, while the
four statutory bodies do focused, specialized work and report their findings back to the hub.
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Louisiana Partnerships for Success Ill (LaPFS Ill)

The Office of Drug Policy continues to partner with the Louisiana Department of Health, Office of
Behavioral Health (LDH-OBH), in supporting the implementation of the Louisiana Partnerships for
Success Il (LaPFS Ill) initiative. Funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), LaPFS Il is a statewide prevention initiative that utilizes evidence-based
strategies and the Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF) to reduce underage drinking and other
substance misuse among Louisiana's youth while strengthening community prevention systems.

Through this collaborative partnership, the Office of Drug Policy works alongside LDH-OBH to
advance statewide prevention priorities by supporting community coalitions, promoting public
awareness, strengthening cross-agency collaboration, and aligning prevention efforts across state
and local partners. The partnership reflects a shared commitment to implementing data-driven
prevention strategies that improve behavioral health outcomes and reduce the impact of substance
misuse throughout Louisiana.

LaPFS Il also emphasizes building sustainable prevention infrastructure by enhancing community
capacity, supporting evidence-based prevention programming, utilizing data to guide
decision-making, and fostering long-term collaboration among state agencies, local organizations,
and prevention stakeholders. Together, the Office of Drug Policy and LDH-OBH remain committed
to creating healthier, safer, and more resilient communities through comprehensive substance
misuse prevention efforts.

The LaPFS lll initiative addresses the significant challenges many Louisianans ages 12-25 face
regarding substance misuse. LaPFS lll targets four communities across the state in identified
regions that present higher rates of use when compared to the state in underage drinking and
polysubstance use. Through evidence-based prevention strategies, the initiative aims to reduce
substance misuse and strengthen protective factors among youth and young adults.

LaPFS lll Target Parishes
+ Lafourche

+ St Mary

+ Washington

« Livingston



Office of Drug Policy Participation in the Model State Office of Drug Control
Policy Act

The Model State Office of Drug Control Policy Act is a federal model law developed by the
Legislative Analysis and Public Policy Association (LAPPA) with support from the Office of National
Drug Control Policy. It provides a framework for states to create a dedicated agency to coordinate
and oversee drug control policy across enforcement, prevention, education, treatment, and
recovery.

The Governor's Office of Drug Policy, under the leadership of Executive Director Dr. Shayla Polk,
played an active role in shaping the Model State Office of Drug Control Policy Act, published by
LAPPA in February 2026.

Dr. Polk served as a member of the national working group convened to develop the model,
representing Louisiana alongside drug policy office representatives from Ohio, Idaho, lllinois,
Kentucky, lowa, and Arkansas. Louisiana's own statutory framework (La. R.S. 49:219.1 et seq.)
served as one of the key source laws drawn upon in drafting the model legislation, reflecting the
strength and credibility of Louisiana's drug policy structure at the national level.

The model legislation provides other states with a template for establishing a centralized office of
drug control policy.
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2025 Legislative Highlights

Kratom Becomes a Controlled Substance in Louisiana -- Senate Bill 154 (Act 41), Effective
August 1, 2025

Senate Bill 154 (Act 41), which took effect on August 1, 2025, classified kratom as a controlled
substance in Louisiana, making the possession, sale, and distribution of kratom unlawful under
state law. The legislation was enacted in response to increasing concerns regarding the
substance's psychoactive effects, potential for misuse, and associated public health risks.

Throughout the legislative process, the Louisiana Drug Policy Board monitored and supported the
legislation as part of its commitment to addressing emerging substance use issues and
strengthening Louisiana's drug policy framework. Following its passage, the Board has continued to
support public awareness and implementation efforts to ensure stakeholders understand the new
law and its impact. The enactment of Act 41 represents an important step in Louisiana's efforts to
proactively address emerging substances and protect the health and safety of its residents.

Strengthening the Louisiana Drug Policy Board -- House Bill 316 (Act 78), Effective August 1,
2025

House Bill 316 (Act 78), effective August 1, 2025, strengthened the Louisiana Drug Policy Board by
expanding its membership and enhancing its statutory responsibilities to better coordinate statewide
substance use prevention, treatment, recovery, and policy initiatives.

The legislation, which was supported by the Drug Policy Board, expanded membership to include
additional perspectives from collegiate recovery and behavioral health, the recovery community, the
Louisiana Supreme Court Drug and Specialty Court Office, and private or nonprofit organizations
providing substance use prevention, treatment, or education services. These additions ensure
broader representation and expertise in the Board's efforts to advise the Governor and Legislature
on evidence-based drug policy and statewide strategies.

Act 78 also reinforces the Board's role in promoting collaboration among state agencies and
community partners while strengthening its focus on prevention, treatment, recovery support, and
coordinated policy development. The legislation reflects the Drug Policy Board's ongoing
commitment to enhancing Louisiana's comprehensive approach to addressing substance use and
improving outcomes for individuals, families, and communities across the state.
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Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving Membership

The Governor's Task Force on Impaired Driving has 23 seats, established under La. R.S.
49:219.1.2 (Act 651 of 2026). All 23 seats are currently filled.

Members (R.S. 49:219.1.2)

1 Attorney General (or designee)

One member of the House of Representatives designated by the Speaker of the House

One member of the Senate designated by the President of the Senate

Commissioner, Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control (or designee)

Commissioner, Department of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of Motor Vehicles (or designee)
Executive Director, Louisiana Highway Safety Commission (serves as Chairman)

Assistant Secretary, Office of Behavioral Health, Louisiana Department of Health (or designee)
Representative of DPS&C, Office of State Police, designated by the Superintendent

Director, Office of Drug Policy within the Office of the Governor

10 Representative of the Louisiana State Police Crime Laboratory, designated by the Commander
11 Secretary, Department of Transportation and Development (or designee)

12 Commissioner, Louisiana Department of Insurance (or designee)

13 Representative of the Louisiana District Attorneys Association

14 Representative of the Louisiana Sheriffs' Association

15 Representative of the Louisiana Association of Chiefs of Police

16 Representative of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (Louisiana State Office)

17 Representative of the Louisiana Restaurant Association

18 Director, Louisiana Supreme Court Drug and Specialty Court Office (or designee)

19 Representative of the American Automobile Association, specializing in roadside assistance and
impaired driving prevention

20 At-large member appointed by the Governor (at least one must be a victim or family member of a
victim of impaired driving)

21 At-large member appointed by the Governor
22 At-large member appointed by the Governor
23 At-large member appointed by the Governor
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Advisory Council on Heroin and Opioid Prevention and Education (HOPE

Council) Membership

The HOPE Council consists of 13 voting members (La. R.S. 49:219.5). The Secretary of the
Louisiana Department of Health (or designee) serves as Chairman.

Voting Members (R.S. 49:219.5(B))

1 Secretary, Louisiana Department of Health (or designee) -- Chairman

Secretary, Department of Children and Family Services (or designee)

State Superintendent of Education (or designee)

Secretary, Department of Public Safety and Corrections (or designee)

Superintendent of State Police (or designee)

Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs (or designee)

Secretary, Louisiana Works (or designee)

2
S
4
5
6 Commissioner of Higher Education (or designee)
7
8
9

President of the Senate (or designee)

10 Speaker of the House of Representatives (or designee)

11 Attorney General (or designee)

12 Commissioner of Insurance (or designee)

13 Judge from a drug division of a district court, appointed by the Chief Justice of the Louisiana

Supreme Court

Of-Council Stakeholders (R.S. 49:219.5(C))

* Louisiana Board of Pharmacy

* Louisiana Sheriffs' Association

* Louisiana State Medical Society

* Louisiana Physical Therapy Association

Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Association

.

Louisiana Association of Nurse Practitioners

Louisiana State Board of Nursing

.

Louisiana Poison Control Center

Optometry Association of Louisiana

.

Louisiana State Coroners Association

Page 17

Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners

Louisiana District Attorneys Association

Chiropractic Association of Louisiana

Louisiana Association of Chiefs of Police

Louisiana State Nurses Association

Louisiana Ambulance Alliance

Louisiana Psychiatric Medical Association
Louisiana-Mississippi Hospice and Palliative Care Organization
Louisiana Association of Health Plans
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National and State Initiatives

The report highlights the DEA's 2025 telemedicine rules expanding flexibility for prescribing
buprenorphine and other controlled substances, the December 2025 reauthorization of the
SUPPORT Act, and the Presidential Administration's Statement of Drug Policy Priorities. At the
state level, the report details the continued rollout of Project MOM (Maternal Overdose Mortality),
the statewide expansion of the Louisiana Bridge program following Region 5's success in reducing
opioid overdose deaths by 35%, progress on the OUD/SUD Reentry 1115 Demonstration Waiver,
and continued LDH efforts to address buprenorphine stocking barriers at the pharmacy level.

2026 Recommendations. The HOPE Council's recommendations for 2026 include the following:

» Support buprenorphine access by addressing barriers encountered at the pharmacy level.
» Support the development of mobile dosing units by opioid treatment programs.

» Expand La Bridge in Louisiana emergency departments and hospitals.

» Support implementation of Project MOM.

» Diversify naloxone funding.

» Extend the shelf-life and expiration date of naloxone.

» Support expansion of Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics to integrate SUD treatment
within outpatient primary and specialty care.

» Support implementation of the 1115 Re-entry Waiver.

The full 2025 HOPE Year-End Report, including detailed national, state, and parish-level data,
Medicaid impact tables, and appendices, is available at www.ldh.la.gov/hope.
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Prevention Systems Committee

The Prevention Systems Committee (PSC), co-chaired by Catherine Childers and Dr. Murelle
Harrison, is one of the two advisory committees of the Drug Policy Board, responsible for reviewing
data and developing policy and program recommendations on emerging substance use trends.
Working in direct coordination with the State Epidemiological Workgroup, the PSC takes analyzed
data on substance use trends and develops public awareness content including policy briefs and
one-pagers for stakeholders and communities. The committee met four times during 2025-2026.

As of the preparation of this report, the minutes from the Committee's June 2026 meeting had not
yet been approved by the Board.

September 3, 2025

Dr. Shayla Polk led discussion on developing a public awareness brief on THC seltzers, an
emerging beverage category popular with younger consumers, with the committee recommending
the brief include clear reporting resources such as ATC hotlines and the P3 Tips app. The
committee also discussed nicotine sachets as an emerging youth concern, noting their potency and
the difficulty of detecting them with existing vape-detection tools. Members agreed to coordinate
messaging with the Task Force's Workgroup 4 to avoid duplicative outreach.

December 3, 2025

The committee revisited its purpose and history as one of two advisory bodies to the Drug Policy
Board, and Dr. Polk reported she is developing the PSC's four-year strategic plan for 2026.
Members discussed priority areas including youth-targeted nicotine marketing restrictions and local
ordinances limiting vape shop proximity to schools. The committee also discussed potential federal
policy changes affecting consumable hemp and agreed to seek a briefing from federal officials.
Catherine Childers announced she would step down as co-chair later in 2026 and invited
nominations for her successor.

March 26, 2026

The committee reviewed pending marijuana- and hemp-related legislation and discussed Senate
Bill 118's substance use screening requirements for DWI offenders. Dr. Polk provided an overview
of impaired-driving legislation under consideration, including ignition interlock requirements and
enhanced penalties for repeat offenders. Members were asked to submit priority topics for the
committee's future agenda, including youth vaping, marijuana policy, and school-based prevention.
The Governor's Office of Drug Policy also shared updates on the Substance Use, Mental Health,
and Suicide Prevention Awareness Day and the Louisiana Youth Wellness Summit, both scheduled
for 2026.
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State Epidemiological Workgroup (SEW)

The State Epidemiological Workgroup (SEW) serves as the data-collection counterpart to the
Prevention Systems Committee within the Governor's Office of Drug Policy's committee structure.
The SEW tracks and analyzes data on substance use trends to ground policy in evidence. That
analyzed data is then used by the Prevention Systems Committee to develop public awareness
content, policy briefs, and one-pagers for stakeholders and communities across Louisiana. The
Workgroup met four times during the reporting period; minutes from the September 2025,
November 2025, and February 2026 meetings are summarized below.

As of the preparation of this report, the minutes from the Workgroup's May 2026 meeting had not
yet been approved by the Board.

September 3, 2025

The Workgroup continued discussion of leadership succession after reopening nominations for a vacant
co-chair position. Members discussed potential guest speakers and data-sharing opportunities, including
recurring drug-trend updates from the Louisiana State Police Crime Lab, mortality and overdose data
from the Louisiana Coroners' Association, and prescription monitoring data from the Louisiana Board of
Pharmacy. Catherine Childers summarized several bills passed during the 2025 Regular Session,
including legislation placing kratom into Schedule I, effective August 1, 2025.

November 20, 2025

The Workgroup elected Dr. Emily Tilley of O'Brien House and Erin Pourciau Bradford of the East Baton
Rouge Schools iCare Program as new Co-Chairs. Members discussed improving statewide
data-sharing, engaging university partners, and addressing gaps in the online youth survey data
repository. Catherine Childers and Dr. Shayla Polk described a cross-collaboration between the
Prevention Systems Committee and the Task Force's Workgroup 4 to develop dual-track messaging on
emerging risks such as THC seltzers and concealed nicotine products.

February 26, 2026

Newly elected Co-Chairs Dr. Emily Tilley and Erin Pourciau Bradford led discussion on strategic
priorities for 2026. Catherine Childers shared lessons from the Governor's Task Force on Impaired
Driving's effort to map fragmented data sources across agencies, including a notable gap in statewide
data on impaired-driving recidivism, and suggested a similar data-mapping approach for the Workgroup.
Members discussed longstanding inconsistencies in coroner-level data across parishes, including limited
toxicology detail and the absence of standardized reporting on contributing factors such as substance
use in suicide deaths. Dr. Emily Tilley described a recent overdose case in which on-site coroner
toxicology testing revealed fentanyl-contaminated methamphetamine, underscoring the value of rapid
toxicology testing in understanding polysubstance exposure. The Workgroup also received an update
noting that Senator Boudreaux would author Senate Bill 118 to require substance use disorder
screening for first- and second-offense DWI.
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National Observances

The Governor's Office of Drug Policy recognizes national observances as opportunities to increase
public awareness, reduce stigma, educate communities, and promote prevention, treatment,
recovery, and overdose prevention efforts. Throughout the year, the Office and its partners
supported and promoted nationally recognized observances that align with its mission to improve
the health and well-being of Louisianans.

March

In March, the Office recognized World Teen Mental Health Day on March 2, observed in green and
purple to highlight the importance of early intervention, prevention, and supportive environments for
youth mental health.

April

April brought several observances supported by the Office. National Alcohol Awareness Month,
recognized throughout the month in red, highlighted prevention, treatment, and recovery supports
related to alcohol use. World Health Day on April 7, recognized in blue and white, emphasized
holistic approaches to health, including mental and behavioral health. National Prescription Drug
Take Back Day on April 25, recognized in blue, encouraged the safe disposal of unused and
expired medications.

May

The Office observed National Mental Health Awareness Month throughout May in green, supporting
mental health awareness, suicide prevention, and access to care.

June

In June, the Office recognized Men's Health Month in blue, encouraging prevention screenings,
mental health check-ins, and overall wellness, alongside PTSD Awareness Month in teal, which
brought attention to trauma-informed care and support for veterans, first responders, and civilians.

September

September is a particularly active month for the Office's observance calendar. Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month, recognized throughout the month in teal and purple, raised awareness,
encouraged open dialogue, and promoted community-based prevention strategies, anchored by
World Suicide Prevention Day on September 10. The Office also marked 988 Day on September 8,
highlighting the 988 Suicide and Cirisis Lifeline as a critical state and national resource, and
National Recovery Month, recognized in purple throughout September, celebrating individuals in
recovery and the importance of treatment and support services.



October

October likewise carries several observances central to the Office's mission. Depression
Awareness Month, recognized in green, encouraged education, early detection, and treatment,
while National Substance Use Prevention Month and National Youth Substance Use Prevention
Month, both recognized in red, mobilized communities and supported schools, families, and
community-based prevention efforts. World Mental Health Day on October 10, recognized in green,
aligned Louisiana's recognition with global mental health awareness efforts, and Red Ribbon Week
from October 23-31, recognized in red, reaffirmed the state's commitment to drug prevention and
drug-free communities while honoring the legacy of Enrique 'Kiki' Camarena.

November

The Office recognized the Great American Smokeout on November 19, observed in white to
encourage individuals to quit smoking and vaping.

December

The Office closed the year by recognizing Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month throughout
December in red, highlighting safe driving campaigns and prevention efforts.
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