
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

PROCLAMATION NUMBER 47 JBE 2020 

STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR COVID-I9-
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster 
Act, La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., the Governor declared a public health emergency in 
Proclamation Number 25 JBE 2020 in response to the threat posed by COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, on March II, 2020, in Proclamation Number 25 JBE 2020, the Governor declared that a 
statewide public health emergency existed in the State of Louisiana because of COVID-
19 and expressly empowered the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness and the Secretary of the Department of Health and/or the State 
Health Officer to take all actions authorized under state law; 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, in Emergency Proclamation Number 27 JBE 2020, the Governor 
supplemented the measures taken in his declaration of a Public Health Emergency 
including an order that all public schools in the State of Louisiana be closed to students 
until April 13, 2020; 

WHEREAS, this order was extended to April 30, 2020 in Emergency Proclamation 41 JBE 2020; 

WHEREAS, given the severity of the COVID-19 outbreak in Louisiana, and to protect the health and 
safety of the students, teachers, administrators, and staff in the public school systems, 
schools should be closed to students for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year; 

WHEREAS, further, elementary and secondary education stakeholders have requested that schools 
remain closed to students for the remainder of the academic calendar year; and 

WHEREAS, these measures are necessary to protect the health and safety of the people of Louisiana. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of 
the authority vested by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Louisiana, do hereby order and 
direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

A) All public school systems in the State of Louisiana shall close facilities to students 
for the duration of the 2019-2020 academic calendar year. All public school 
systems shall ensure the provision of meals and other essential items to eligible 
students, provided that appropriate social distancing measures are in place for 
each public school system in the state. All public school systems shall provide or 
ensure the provision of remote or distance learning as defined by the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of Education. The 
63,720 instructional minute requirement per year shall remain suspended to the 
extent that full compliance cannot be achieved in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic. All public school systems shall ensure compliance with all applicable 
federal and state laws, regulations and standards for the provision of education to 
all students, including the provision of a free and appropriate public education for 
all children with disabilities and the provision of services for English Learners 
(ELS). To ensure compliance with federal statutes and regulations, public school 
systems shall review guidance from the U.S. Department of Education regarding 
compliance in response to COVID-19. The Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education shall report to the Governor and the Legislature any further actions 
necessary to ensure that eligible students achieve successful student grading, 
promotion, and graduation. The Department of Education shall encourage all 



public school systems to comply with all applicable federal and state laws, 
regulations, and standards in its function as the state education agency of 
Louisiana, and shall monitor all public school systems in their provision of a free 
and appropriate public education to students with disabilities, and the collection 
and public reporting of student data. 

B) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:24.4 and BESE Bulletin 741 that mandate annual 
administration of testing under the Louisiana Education Assessment Program and 
End of Course examinations hereby remain suspended for the entirety of the 
2019-2020 school year contingent upon receipt ofa waiver of the accountability 
mandates in the Every Student Succeeds Act from the United States Department 
of Education. 

C) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:4023 and La. R.S. 47:6301(B)(2)(ii) that require 
nonpublic schools to administer testing under the Louisiana Education 
Assessment Program and End of Course examinations to students participating in 
the Louisiana Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence program and to 
students receiving scholarships from donations to school tuition organizations 
hereby remain suspended for the entirety of the 2019-2020 school year upon 
receipt of a waiver of the accountability mandates in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act from the United States Department of Education. 

D) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:10.1 that provide for the School and District 
Accountability System and any rules or regulations adopted by the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education pertaining to the School and District 
Accountability System hereby remain suspended for the 2019-2020 school year 
upon receipt of a waiver of the accountability mandates in the Every Student 
Succeeds Act from the United States Department of Education. 

E) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:391.2, et seq., that provide for public school 
accountability and assessment hereby remain suspended for the entirety of the 
2019-2020 school year upon receipt of a waiver of the accountability mandates 
in the Every Student Succeeds Act from the United States Department of 
Education. 

F) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:154.3 that require teachers to work a minimum 
number of days per school year hereby remain suspended for the entirety of the 
2019-2020 school year. 

G) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:221 that mandate every person having control or 
charge of a child to send that child to a public or nonpublic school hereby remain 
suspended for the entirety of the 2019-2020 school year. 

H) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:232 that require attendance to be checked daily at 
all schools hereby remain waived for the entirety of the 2019-2020 school year. 

I) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:3881, et seq., La. R.S. 17:3901, et seq., and La. 
R.S. 17:3997(D) that provide for the use of value-added data in teacher evaluation 
and as criteria for receipt of teaching credentials hereby remain suspended for the 
entirety of the 2019-2020 school year upon receipt of a waiver of the 
accountability mandates in the Every Student Succeeds Act from the United 
States Department of Education. 

J) The provisions of La. R.S. 17:3991 (C)(1)(b) that require charter schools to adhere 
to certain student application and enrollment procedures hereby remain 
suspended for the entirety of the 2019-2020 school year. 

K) The provisions of 17:183.2(B) and (C) that require students graduating in Spring 
2020 to complete the Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals and 
requirements for the purposes of graduation remain suspended for the entirety of 
the 2019-2020 school year. 



L) The provisions of 17: I 83.3(D) and (E) that require students graduating in Spring 
2020 to complete the IEP goals and requirements for the purposes of graduation 
remain suspended for the entirety of the 2019-2020 school year. 

M) The provisions of 17: I 83.3(B)(2)(f) remain suspended to allow eligible twelfth 
grade students to graduate in Spring 2020 with less than 9 credit units if the 
students were enrolled in a course within the Jump Start sequence in Spring 2020. 

N) The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall maintain emergency 
rules as necessary to effect the suspension of the statutes described in the sections 
above. 

SECTION 2: The Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness is directed 
to ensure compliance with this order, and is empowered to exercise all authorities 
pursuant to La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., and La. R.S. 29:760, et seq. 

SECTION 3: All departments, commissions, boards, agencies and officers of the State, or any political 
subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate in actions the State may 
take in response to the effects of this event. 

SECTION 4: Unless otherwise provided in this order, these provisions are effective from Wednesday, 
April 15, 2020, to Friday, May 15,2020, or as extended by any subsequent Proclamation, 
unless terminated sooner. 

ATTEST BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand officially 
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of Louisiana in the 
City of B Rouge, on this 15th day of April, 2020. 

r---... ~ 
OR OF LOUISIANA 


